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News Brief 
 

 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the United Nations to act in such a way so that the 

Myanmar refugees staying in Bangladesh can be quickly repatriated. She made the urge when outgoing 

UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative Robert D Watkins met her at her office 

yesterday. The Prime Minister again urged the international community to mount pressure on the 

Myanmar government to stop the pushing of its nationals from Rakhine state into Bangladesh and take 

back those already took shelter here. Robert D Watkins said, Bangladesh government is doing the right 

thing for the Myanmar refugees on the humanitarian grounds and offered giving necessary support to 

Bangladesh in the refugee identification process.   

 Turkey's First Lady Emine Erdogan arrived in Dhaka early Thursday to meet Rohingya Muslims 

who fled persecution in Myanmar's Rakhine state. Meanwhile, the government summoned the 

Myanmar chargé d’affaires Aung Myint in Dhaka yesterday and lodged strong protest against 

‘unprecedented level of influx of Myanmar nationals to Bangladesh’ since August 25. In a protest note 

handed over to the Myanmar diplomat, the foreign ministry expressed concern at the reported laying of 

anti-personnel landmines close to the zero line of the border by the Myanmar security forces. Report 

from New York says, UN Secretary-General Antnio Guterres has appreciated Bangladesh for allowing 

in Rohingya refugees and written officially to the President of the Security Council to express his 

concern over the latest situation in Myanmar's Rakhine State. Guterres said in the letter to the Security 

Council that he had proposed "various steps to end the violence and address the underlying causes of 

the crisis". "The international community must undertake concerted efforts to prevent any further 

escalation and to seek a holistic solution," he said. He made the comment at a press briefing on 

Tuesday.  

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has directed the authorities concerned to take necessary steps so that 

there is no loss of lives and property during any natural disaster. "Bangladesh is a disaster-prone 

country due to its geographical location. So, we've to live with the phenomenon with necessary plans to 

keep the extent of damages and loss of lives to a minimum level during any catastrophe," she said while 

addressing a meeting of the National Disaster Management Council held at her office yesterday. 

 Bangladesh has sought UN support for industrialisation and attaining the sustainable development 

goals (SDGs) set by the global body. The request was made by Finance Minister AMA Muhith and 

Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali when visiting United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 

(UNIDO) Director-General Li Yong met them at their respective offices in Dhaka yesterday. Finance 

Minister particularly called for increased support in fulfilling Bangladesh's SDGs targets. The UNIDO 

chief appreciated Bangladesh's rapid economic progress in recent years, development in social sectors 

and continuous policy support to the UN for its operations. The Foreign Minister, during the meeting, 

sought more UNIDO support for the enhancement of Bangladesh's industrial productivity with quality 

improvements to ensure export competitiveness in different sectors. 

  Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali has expressed his firm optimism that the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) would get a new 

impetus as all its members are showing keen interests in the process of the regional grouping. The 

minister said this when BIMSTEC Secretary General based in Dhaka Sumith Nakandala made a 

farewell call on him at the Foreign Ministry yesterday. The minister hailed the contributions and 

support of other member states in establishing the BIMSTEC secretariat in Dhaka and for making it 

operational. 

 The Netherlands has expressed its readiness to help Bangladesh in land reclamation and river 

dredging for mitigating the country's long-term flood risks. The two sides agreed to begin pilot projects 

in this regard. Dutch minister for Infrastructure and Environment Melanie Schultz conveyed this when 

Bangladesh Ambassador to the Netherlands Sheikh Mohammed Belal met her in Hague on Tuesday.   

 DSEX, the prime index of the DSE settled yesterday at 6,069 points. 
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